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HERE IT is folks! It’s Britain’s greatest 
speedway extravaganza of the year—the 
Daily Mirror Grand Prix. 

This is the tournament that will prove 
who really is the king of British speedway 
for 1976. 

The Grand Prix, with its unique 
method of points scoring, is likely to 
become the blueprint of future world 
championships with its more accurate 
reflection of each rider’s performances at 
several meetings. 

Just listen to the words of Exeter boss 
Wally Mawdsley, one of speedway’s most 
progressive promoters. 

He says: “The eyes of the speedway 
world are on the Mirror tournament. If 
you prove that this system works | will 
propose that we adopt it for future world 
championship series. 

“I've always felt that this guarantees 
that the best man wins. It is sure to be 
won absolutely on merit. No one is going 
to win by lucky breaks.” 

About 200,000 will watch 57 of the 
world’s top riders battling through the 
qualifying rounds at the 19 British League 
tracks during the first two weeks of July. 

Millions more will watch on television 
when the 16 stars move on to the Daily 
Mirror Grand Prix Final at White City on 
August 4. 

It is the one the fans can’t afford to 
miss—and neither can the riders with 
£1,000 for first prize, £400 for second, 
£200 for third and £100 for fourth with 
cash awards for all finalists. 

Rarely has so much speedway talent 
been crammed into one competition with 
stars like world champion Ole Olsen 
(Coventry), British champion Malcolm 





Simmons (Poole), John Louis (Ipswich), 
Peter Collins and Chris Morton (Belle 
Vue) fighting for the top spot. 

When Collins heard about the Grand 
Prix he said: ‘What a fabulous idea! This 
kind of competition has been needed in 
Britain for a long time. 

“It is going to be the biggest event in 
this country with the World Final abroad. 
My dual target is to win the World 
Championship and the Grand Prix.” 

But beware! Riders, officials and fans 
are going to need their calculators to sort 
this one out because qualifying round 
points carry through to the Final. 

Every point is absolutely vital. Ten 
are awarded for first place with nine for 
second, eight for third down to one for 
tenth in each qualifying round. So a rider 
can collect a maximum of 50 by winning 
his five qualifiers. 

But in the Final fifty goes to first 
place, 45 to second, 40 for third down to 
five for tenth. The scores are added 
together to find the overall winner. 

It’s unique. It’s trendsetting. That's 
the Grand Prix. And that’s the Daily 
Mirror—by far the best national daily 
paper for speedway and all other sport. 

Along with our colleagues from the 
Sunday Mirror we have been proud to be 
associated with speedway for many years. 

We have stood by speedway even 
during the lean times. We always rec- 
ognised that this great family sport would 
win through in the end. 

Now we are more closely involved 
than. ever by sponsoring the Daily Mirror 
Grand Prix. 

You see, the Daily Mirror is the paper 
that makes the news! 





Now you can relive those magic 
moments thanks to 


TAPE-A-SPORT 


oa Aeearee: most of the Dons meetings on tape 
Prices from £1.65 from the supporters kiosk. 


THE LEATHERHEAD 
MOTORCGY GLE-CLUS 


FORMED IN 1926 by the usual small band of enthusiastic motorcyclists, the Leatherhead 
Club has over the years made it’s headquarters, and enjoyed the hospitality of, many a 
Pub in the district, including, The Dukes Head, where it all began, The Plough, The Bull, 
The Fox & Hounds, The Woodman, Ashtead, before finally coming to rest at The 
Chessington Cricket Club, where a member may enjoy the facilities of both the Motor and 
the Cricket Clubs. From the earliest days Leatherhead members have been active in all 
forms of the sport, and it is interesting to recall that just 50 years ago their first 
President, Paddy Johnstone, won the 1926 Lightweight TT riding a Works Cotton 
Blackburn. 

The Club will be particularly remembered for its pre-War Bank Holiday Grass Track 
meetings at Randalls Park, which attracted some of the best names in the business, like 
Eric Oliver, Bill Beamish, Angus. Herbert, the Cullingham brothers, and past President 
Banal Shepherd who rode another of those very quick Cottons, and indeed, who is here 
today enjoying the position as their most active, paying, founder Member (even if only in 
the bar). 

As far back as anyone cares to remember the Club Treasurer was one ‘Pop’ Wellings, 
and although ‘Pop’ passed on some years ago, the post is still in the capable hands of a 
‘Wellings’ and Don, his son, is ready to take your money on any Club Night you care to 
choose. 

The Club has passed through many phases through the years, as when Arthur Wheeler, 
the President, was collecting so many Replicas from the Isle of Man he was forced to 
retire through lack of space, up to the present time which is now dominated by the 
Trials and Scrambles riders, not least the Sidecars, where once again that same President 
had the audacity to win last year’s Group Championship (must be too old soon). 

For many years after the war road going motorcycles were few and far between but 
the Club is now reaping the benefit of the Bike boom and the influx of a great many 
young motorcycle members with some of the finest Bikes to be seen today. 

The foregoing is, of course, only a fraction of what the Club has achieved over the 
50 years, but suffice to say it is stronger now than it has ever been, and we think with the 
enthusiasm that abounds today, there’s a great deal more to come. 


SPECIAL GALA 
Sunday, July 18th—2.00 p.m. start 


AT THE LEATHERHEAD LEISURE CENTRE 


Display of vintage bikes—Motor-ball match 
Proceeds to Charity 


LEATHERHEAD MOTORCYCLE CLUB 











A FEW years ago when the Daily Mirror 
sponsored an International Tournament, 
which | add was one of speedway’s 
successes, every one wondered ‘How do 
you top that one?” The Mirror had the 
answer “A Grand Prix” a title used to 
emphasise the major event in any sport. 

Each rider having five rounds to com- 
pete in, allows for the odd motor failure 
without jeopardising his chances of 
making the final; let’s hope in the not too 
distant future our World Champion 
Qualifying rounds get back to this system, 
so it’s our thanks to the Daily Mirror 
once again and in particular Graham 
Baker who’s column is looked forward to 
each morning in, and only in, the Daily 
Mirror. 

Peter Collins never does things by 
halves so you could forgive him for 
knocking half a second off our track 
record, but no, with Peter it had to be 
almost a whole second. Last Thursday, if 
you were not here to witness it, Peter 
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THIS YEAR the Leatherhead and District 
Motor Club celebrates it’s 50th Anniversary, a 
record we ourselves will achieve shortly. High- 
light of the club’s year will be a gala day to 
take place at Leatherhead Leisure Centre on 
July 18th, there are more details at the foot of 
the following page. Just to whet your appetites 
Leatherhead, who have always been a sporting 
club, are sending along four grass track sidecar 
racing outfits to give us a demonstration during 
the interval; this will not be a race, but a few 
laps to let you see another of motorcycling 
sporting activities, of which the Leatherhead 
club has always been to the front in the last 
fifty years. 


Wimbledon Scene 


From the Manager’s Desk 


Ww 





reduced our record from 59.6 to a 
sizzling 58.8; one word sums it up, 
fantastic. 

Hopefully in the reserve berth we will 
have our new signing from the Eskilstuna 
Club, Sweden, Stefan Salomonsson. 
Stefan, a team mate of the late Tommy 
Jansson, arrives this morning, although 
very experienced in his own country, 
Stefan will be new to the British League 
tracks and will be bound to take time to 
settle, but not being in the League leader’s 
hunt we can give him a fair crack of the 
whip and | know you our Supporters will 
give him every encouragement. 

Next week Golden Wonder comes to 
Plough Lane sponsoring a 4 Team Tour- 
nament, with Hackney, Reading, White 
City and the Dons competing; these 4 
Team Tournaments produce all the fire of 
an individual meeting plus the excitement 
of team scores. If you want to recommend 
speedway to a friend then it’s jot to be 
Plough Lane next Thursday. 


WC) We tat OF 


/f you have entered by the Grandstand you 
will have noted the two motorcycles on display, 
a 1926 Cotton 350 OHJ TT replica, on a 
machine similar to this one but a smaller 
engine capacity (250 cc), the Leatherhead 
first Club President Paddy Johnstone won the 
1926 lightweight TT. The other machine is a 
400 cc Honda four-valve which the club are 
selling draw tickets for on their gala day. 

Riders and machines for tonight’s demon- 
stration will be No. 131 Mick Payne, passenger 
Steve Farmer on 650 Triumph Lynx; No. 22 
Doug Yates, passenger Bob Miles on Triumph 
Special; No. 5 Mick Gillette, passenger Mick 
Henderson on 750 Triumph; Dave Read, pass- 
enger A.N. Other on Norton Lynx. 


DAILY MIRROR GRAND PRIX 
(QUALIFYING ROUND) 



















4 Laps Clutch Start Referee: G. F. Little 
Match decided on points: 1st 3pts; 2nd 2pts; 3rd 1pt. Timekeeper: Keith Brown | 
No. RIDER 1 2 3 4 5 Total a 
1. Ray Wilson Leicester & England PH ReabeS2 awe: 
+) pes DBR George Hunter ah Werverhamprorr& Seated | \ |O|S]-2] 2] a 
3. Barry Thomas Hackney & England ol f-n eee o ee { 
4. Mick Hines Wimbledon & England i3frei{_aiT2i | 
5. Michael Lee Kings Lynn & England (Ee a FE 
6. BobHumphreys. Reading & Australia PO. talotr®.. be lot apes 
7. Larry Ross Wimbledon & New Zealand Ss Te LOL Lap iiae 
8. John Titman Exeter & Australia ope iba pec) Cale sa] aes 
9. Bobby Beaton Hull & Scotland ri JO To] oO] call 
10. Dave Jessup Reading & England (3 [2[s [2] ! 
11. Bruce Cribb Cradley Utd & New Zealand ub Sb abs hae 
12. Mitch Graham — Hull & England CE TD (re eee 
RES 13. Brien-Weortward Newport & Wales fish ge fuego Ticaic. 5 [oa fcova ice | aoe 
14. Malcolm Simmons Poole & England > | > [Ss | aes ay 
15. Ed Stangeland Wimbledon & Norway ro [4% [> 13 I5_] 
16. Peter Collins Belle Vue & England (2 l[3lZilsals 
SHLLLE (AZ. Barry-Crowson Wimbledon & England Eason se hae eee 
ite. Stefan Salomonsson Wimbledon & Sweden Regt wECH ae are 
Heat Substitute Helmet Finishing 
No. RIDER or Remarks Colour Position Points 
bog 1 Barry Thomas ta 
Time Mick Hines ante 
Michael Lee = tne 
gta Larry Ross 


amaehanerese Bob Humphreys teens 

i John Titman  __ vnnvererecsereereeceners en aon 

10 Dave Jessup . «-—s«._——_—_ eeenccecessrencsesoseses wane ae A 

11. Bruce Cribb iets ones an 
Bobby-Beaton,..._..__—_asssapes 

Miteh-Graham- 










Ed Stangeland = =—_—__aaareaseees ound ~ | 
14 Malcolm Simmons rae “ oncahnans 
62 abies Peter Collins 


Ray Wilson 
Preece / 5 Michael Lee 
i 9 Bobby Beaton 


Malcolm Simmons ssesoasebesiensccséuesensuemeabenae 
Dave Jessup 













RIDER 
Bruce Cribb 
Ed Stangeland 
Larry Ross 
Barry Thomas 
Mick Hines 
John Titman 


Peter Collins 


Bob Humphreys 
Peter Collins 
Ray Wilson 
Bruce Cribb 


Substitute 
or Remarks 





Syuideta: 


Miteh-Gratam SxLoMonl.s 
Michael Lee wows 


Ed Stangeland 


John Titman 
Bobby Beaton 
Barry Thomas 
Malcolm Simmons 
Brian-Woodward— 
Mick Hines 

Dave Jessup 

‘Larry Ross 


Larry Ross 

; fait 
Malcolm Simmons 
Ray Wilson 


George-herrrter 
BriarrWoodwatd 
John Titman 
Bruce Cribb 


Peter Collins 
Barry Thomas 
Dave Jessup 
Michael Lee 
Bobby Beaton 
Bob Humphreys 
Mick Hines 
Ed Stangeland 
Ray Wilson 
John Titman 
Ed Stangeland 
Dave Jessup 


Bobby Beaton 
Geerge-Hunter 


Larry Ross : 


Peter Collins 


5 — 
Miteh Graham SPxi.o 


Bob Humphreys 


Michael Lee 
Malcolm Simmons 
Bruce Cribb 
Mick Hines 


fens 


BrierrWoodwatd Gctue. 


Helmet Finishing 
Colour Position 


Points 





IN THE EVENT OF A TIE FOR FIRST PLACE:- 





READ GRAHAM BAKER EACH DAY .. . IN THE DAILY MIRROR 





WIMBLEDON’S MICK HINES AND LARRY ROSS 





STEFAN SALOMONSSON 
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REMARKABLE WOLVERHAMPTON 

Not much happening on the home 
front this week, so just for once we want 
to bring your attention to another team 
in the British League. 

Wolverhampton, so long looked upon 
as ‘unfashionable’ have really been doing 
remarkable things this year, so remarkable 
in fact that we cannot understand why all 
the speedway journalists seem to have 
missed out on reporting their accomplish- 
ments. 

Having lost Ole Olsen, they started the 
season with Jim McMillan and George 
Hunter, both riders having been around 
longer than we care to remember, Finn 
Thomsen and a bunch of unknown 
foreigners and second division boys. If 
anybody looked certain for the chopping 
block it was Wolverhampton. Yet how 
many of you are aware that the ““Wolves”’ 
have in fact scored more British league 
points away from home than any other 
team in the league (up to June 24). They 
would now be sitting on the top of the 
league table but for three home defeats 
at the hands of Belle Vue, Hackney and 
Poole. 

They may not win the championship 
but that shouldn’t detract from their fine 
performances this year. George Hunter in 
particular has been scoring double figures 


PLOUGH Lang 


Supporters 
.Club News 


On behalf of the Com 
ALAN GRAHAM (SECRETARY) 





with monotonous regularity, despite the 
fact he was an established heat-leader in 
the days of Provincial league Edinburgh. 
That should give George’s age away and 
just how well he is doing these days; but 
you'll look in vain in the Speedway 
papers for his exploits. Come on you 
fellas at the ‘Star’ and ‘Mail’. Let’s have a 
little less of the glamour boys like Briggs, 
Collins, Jessup, Louis, Mauger, Olsen and 
Simmons. It’s the ‘quiet’ boys like Hunter 
who are the backbone of bread and butter 
British league speedway. 

The following members of the Supporters 
Club, recently won free admission tickets 
to Wimbledon Speedway, from the 
weekly draw held during the interval on 
the centre green. 

Julia Vickers (No. 14) 92 Russell Road, 
London, S.W.19. 

Mrs. Lawrence (No. 74) 15 The Crescent, 
New Malden, Surrey. 

Mr. Haines (No. 351) 61 Bramley Way, 
Ashtead, Surrey. 

Mr. Butcher (No. 446) 4 Toubert Street, 
London, S.W.11. 

Mrs. Hill (No. 560) 23 Regina Road, 
London, W.13. 

We now boast over 700 members and 
readily welcome more. You can join 
tonight, the cost is still 10p. 





fixtures 


MARCH ' 
Thu 18 Reading (Ch L32—46 5 * 
Wed 24 White City (Ch) 38-40 Subject to Alteration 
Thu 25 Poole (SGC) W46—32 Thu 15 Ipswich (SGC Final— 
Mon 29 Exeter (SGC) W41—37 Ist Leg) 
APRIL Sat 17 Ipswich (Gulf BL) 
Thu 1 Exeter (SGC) W41-—36 Thu 22 Coventry (Gulf BL) 
Thu 8 Belle Vue (Gulf BL) L35—43 Thu 29 Wolverhampton (Gulf BL) 
Fri 9 Newport (SGC) L31—47 Fri 30 Hackney (Gulf BL) 
Wed 14 Poole (SGC) L36—52 Sat 31 Belle Vue (SSC) 
Thu 15 Daily Express Spring AUGUST 

Classic (T.V.) Jessup Thu 5 Reserved (SSC) 
BHM 19 Ipswich (Gulf BL) L34—44 Thu 12 Kings Lynn (Gulf BL) 
Thu 22 Newport (SGC) W46—32 Wed 18 White City (Gulf BL) 
Mon 26 Birmingham (SSC) W40-38 Thu 19 Hull (Gulf BL) : 
Wed 28 Hull (Gulf BL) L32—46 Fri 20 Wolverhampton (Gulf BL) 
Thu 29 Birmingham (SSC) Ww48—30 Thu 26 Open 
MAY Sat 28 Belle Vue (Gulf BL) 
Thu 6 Halifax (Gulf BL) W48-—30 BHM ‘30 Sheffield (Gulf BL) 
Sat 8 Coventry (Gulf BL) L31%—46% SEPTEMBER 
Thu 13 Marlboro Southern (QR) Jansson Thu 2 Hackney (Gulf BL) 
Sat 15 Halifax (Gulf BL) L35—43 Sat 4 Swindon (Gulf BL) 
Thu 20 No Home Meeting Thu 9 Poole (Gulf BL) 
Thu 20 Sheffield (Gulf BL) D39-—39 Sat 11 Cradley United (Gulf BL) 
Tue 25 Leicester (Gulf BL) L35—42 Thu 16 Newport (Gulf BL) 
Thu 27 Swindon (Ch) W42-—36 Thu 23 Reading (Gulf BL) 
BHM 31 Embassy Internationale Wed 29 Poole (Gulf BL) 

(T.v.) Simmons Thu 30 Open 

JUNE OCTOBER 
Thu 3 Leicester (Gulf BL) W54—24 Sat 2 New National League 
Thu 10 Skol Pairs Classic Jessup/Davis Riders’ Championship 
Thu 17 Birmingham (Gulf BL) W44—34 Mon 4 Birmingham (Gulf BL) 
Thu 24 Belle Vue (SSC) L35—43 Thu 7 White City (Gulf BL) 
Mon 28 Reading (Gulf BL) L32—46 Fri 8 Newport (Gulf BL) 
JULY Thu 14 Exeter (Gulf BL) 
Thu 1 Grand Prix (QR) Mon 18 Exeter (Gulf BL) 
Thu 8 Golden Wonder 4-Team Thu 21 Open 

Tournament Thu 28 Favre-Leuba Laurels 


(Home Meetings in Bold) 


Forthcoming Attractions 


Thursday, 8th July at 7.45 p.m. 
GOLDEN WONDER 4-team tournament 
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Thursday, 15th JULY 
DONS vs. IPSWICH 


(Spring Gold Cup Final—1st Leg) 





EVERY THURSDAY 


Home of the champions 
See the famous 


DONS in action 


The best in the world 


Sages, EVERY WEDNESDAY 
ap a Ga) | AND FRIDAY PLUS 
ae /e4-L\ MANY MONDAYS 
EVERY SATURDAY 


til seas 


vm oth STOCKS, SUPER STOCKS 
=A an - HOTRODS, MIDGETS 
; OR BANGERS 


sq a OPEN DAILY10am-—11pm 





LUXURY CLUB LOUNGE 





| dA.) FULLY LICENSED: SNACKS: 
OA Sw ____ PROFESSIONAL TUITION 
* SPORTSWEAR SHOP: RACKET HIRE 


